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WAITING FOR A TRANSPLANT BECOMING A DONOR

SAVING LIVES

A person who has 
sustained a severe brain 
injury, such as from an 
accident, stroke or 
lack of oxygen, is put 
on artificial support.

A national system matches 
available organs from the 
donor with people on the 
waiting list. 

Donation can provide 
solace to a grieving family.

Once matches are 
found, the wait-
listed patients are 
contacted by their 
transplant teams.

Organs are 
recovered from 
the donor with care 
and respect, and 

sent to hospitals
 for transplantation.

Transplants restore 
lives and return 

patients as 
active members of 
their families and 

communities.

FINDING A MATCH

There is no 
cost to the 

donor’s family 
or estate for 

donation. 

Doctors work hard to save the patient’s life, 
but sometimes there is a complete and 
irreversible loss of brain function. The 
patient is declared clinically and legally 
dead. Only then is donation an option.

The hospital contacts the organ procurement 
organization (OPO), which checks the donor 
registry. If the person is registered, the OPO 
will inform the family. If not, the family will be 
asked to authorize donation.  
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All major religions support donation as a 
final act of compassion and generosity. 
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When someone’s organ fails, 
he or she may be evaluated for a 
potential transplant and placed 
on the national organ transplant 
waiting list.

The list is very long and not everyone 
survives while waiting for a donor.

Donors of all ages are needed.

Race, income, gender, 
celebrity and social status 

are never considered.

There are specific circumstances that must occur for someone to become an organ 
donor after they die. Although cases vary, there are general steps that lead to donation.

In the United States, it is 
illegal to buy or sell organs and 

tissue for transplantation.

ABOUT ORGAN, EYE AND TISSUE DONATION

HOW DOES THE PROCESS WORK?


